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Bipartisan Carbon Capture Bills Will Make Michigan a Leader in High
Tech Environmental Protection, Job Creation, Economic Growth
New MI SUCCESS Coalition urges lame duck action so Michigan can catch up
and compete with neighboring states

Lansing, Mich. — The MI SUCCESS Coalition, a growing new coalition representing
multiple environmental, labor, manufacturing, and energy entities, today announced its
support of newly introduced legislation that will position Michigan as a national leader in
the use of safe, high-tech carbon capture and storage technology (CCUS).

MI SUCCESS (Safe Utilization of Carbon Capture for Environmental & Economic Success) is
backing the bipartisan effort led by Sen. Sean McCann (D-Kalamazoo), Sen. Joe Bellino (R-
Monroe), and Sen. John Cherry (D-Flint) to create a reasonable state-level regulatory
system to govern and encourage the use of carbon capture technology, which will
drastically reduce the release of carbon dioxide (CO2) into our atmosphere. Today, CCUS
is permitted in Michigan but the process is in the hands of distant federal officials who
cannot match the detailed knowledge on the ground here in Michigan.

Expanded use of CCUS technology will accelerate the decarbonization of Michigan's
essential manufacturing facilities, which will protect jobs, create new CCUS construction
jobs, and incentivize new economic development investments in Michigan that will
otherwise be lost to competing states which are far ahead of Michigan in the deployment
of CCUS laws.

The legislation prioritizes safe and secure underground storage of captured CO2 through
robust monitoring and reporting requirements for operators, including long-term
monitoring of storage facilities even after they are retired. The plan also protects
landowners and oil/gas/mineral rights holders located far above CO2 storage zones by
implementing a transparent permitting system that guarantees public input, requires
landowner at least 60% approval of property owners involved, and provides for fair
compensation for all. Under the legislation, the owner of the surface property owns the
storage space, known as “pore space”, beneath Michigan’s surface lands and waters.

The coalition strongly encourages the legislature to address the bills during the 2024 lame
duck session.

WHAT IS CARBON CAPTURE, UTILIZATION AND STORAGE?

CCUS technology isn’t new. It has been around for decades and has rapidly evolved, using
a modern application that serves as a very effective tool in the effort to decarbonize our
economy.


https://harborstrategic.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64501db2a48edfd6fd6f6c2e4&id=99519510ef&e=95546b7915

CCUS technology captures CO2 emissions before they are released into the atmosphere
by essential manufacturing we cannot do without, such as steel making, cement
production, auto manufacturing, energy generation and much more.

With the passage of the legislation, it will be easier for Michigan to use CCUS as another
tool, like wind and solar, to meet Michigan’s clean energy goals. As an added benefit, the
CCUS capture process will also remove other air pollutants from industrial stacks, such as
NOx and SOx, for disposal outside the CCUS process.

Captured CO2 can be redirected from our skies in many ways. Michigan’s leading scientific
research entities, such as the University of Michigan’s Global CO2 Initiative, has shown
endless ways CO2 can be repurposed into products such as concrete, dry wall, chemicals
and fuel or even carbonated beverages that we drink.

Or, it can be permanently stored thousands of feet below ground level.

MICHIGAN’S UNDERGROUND GEOLOGY POSITIONS US TO LEAD THE NATION
Under the CCUS process, captured CO2 can also be turned into liquid form and stored
permanently, thousands of feet below ground level in previously existing pore spaces.

Michigan is widely considered to have one of the most favorable natural underground
geological formations for CCUS in the United States. In fact, according to scientific experts,
our state has a massive capacity for carbon storage. Examples include the Niagaran
Pinnacle Reef Trend and Mt. Simon Formation.

According to Western Michigan University’s Michigan Geological Repository for Research
and Education, “Michigan’s porous rocks have the largest capacity to store CO2 of all the
states in the country, providing Michigan with excellent opportunities for addressing CO2
problems through geologic sequestration. Preliminary investigations show that hundreds
of gigatons of CO2 can be sequestered in Michigan underground formations. This
represents potential storage of hundreds of years’ emissions at current levels.”

CCUS has already been deployed in a handful of Michigan locations under federal EPA
permitting. But Michigan has fallen behind other midwestern states in environmental
sustainability and economic opportunities despite sharing similar geological advantages
for carbon capture now that new state laws in competing Great Lakes states like Illinois,
Indiana and Pennsylvania have been enacted.

These state-level CCUS laws surrounding Michigan are creating a new urgency for our
state to pass McCann’s package.

ABOUT THE LEGISLATION
Senate Bills 1131 (McCann), 1132 (Bellino) and 1133 (Cherry) provide a state-level
regulatory structure for the use of carbon capture and storage in Michigan, to advance
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the decarbonization of our industrial base. This regulatory structure will provide a clearer
path to deployment of CCUS projects here in Michigan.

Once passed into law, the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy
(EGLE) will oversee the state’s first-ever state-level underground carbon storage
permitting process. While the ability to pursue permits from the federal EPA already
exists, moving to a state-level program will put Michigan in the driver’s seat moving
forward.

The state-level CCUS regulatory structure will provide certainty to investors planning large
scale investment in carbon capture and storage technology that will protect and create
current jobs in Michigan’s current industrial base and create more economic development
to improve our state economy, serving as another tool to help Michigan move toward its
green energy goals.

KEY LEGISLATIVE POINTS:

o Creates Michigan’s first state-level CCUS permitting program, to be housed in EGLE, by
moving regulatory control from the federal EPA to the State of Michigan.

o Empowers EGLE to oversee stringent oversight while providing a more efficient
permitting process than the federal government.

o EGLE, compared to EPA, has a better understanding of the state’s geology and the
needs of local communities, developers, and landowners.

« Requires a transparent public hearing process, notice requirements for
owners/lessees of property, oil, gas & mineral rights, input and approval rights of
property owners over pore storage zones, and fees on CCUS facilities to cover state
permitting and for public works conducted by the National Resources Trust Fund.

o Defines “pore space” rights for CO2 storage areas thousands of feet below ground.

» Requires monitoring wells and federal standards for drinking water protections.

o Defines a process for safely shutting down wells that complete their
usefulness; establishes responsibility requirements and fees for long-term well
monitoring.

o Empowers EGLE and the attorney general’s office to pursue non-compliance penalties.

Passing carbon capture laws now, during lame duck, would demonstrate Michigan’s
commitment to this transformative technology, ensuring decarbonization of essential
manufacturing industries and giving developers the certainty needed to invest and create
jobs in Michigan, while allowing current manufacturing to continue thriving and providing
jobs to Michigan families.

QUOTES FROM M1 SUCCESS COALITION MEMBERS

LABOR

Brent Pilarski, Michigan Laborers District Council

"Decarbonization not only protects the environment but provides a major opportunity for
protecting and creating jobs for working people across Michigan. We support Sen.
McCann's effort to position Michigan as a national leader on carbon capture."



ENVIRONMENTAL

Rich Bowman, Director of Policy, The Nature Conservancy, Michigan Chapter

“CCUS provides a valuable set of new tools in our climate solution toolbox, which is why
Michigan will benefit by enacting laws to encourage the safe use of this technology. We
are encouraged that Sen. McCann is moving forward with this bill package and look
forward to it receiving attention during the lame duck session.”

MANUFACTURING

Mike Witkowski, Director of Environmental and Regulatory Policy, Ml Manufacturers
Association

"Carbon capture and storage is vital to protecting Michigan jobs and keeping us
competitive nationally for the next generation of manufacturing investments. We support
the efforts of Senators McCann, Cherry and Bellino to help Michigan catch up to
neighboring states and eventually become a national leader in this emerging market."

Mike Alaimo, Director of Environmental and Energy Affairs, Michigan Chamber of
Commerce

"CCUS is the next tool we need to protect essential manufacturing jobs and be
competitive with neighboring states for economic development projects as we continue
cutting carbon emissions. Other states have already moved forward. It's time for Michigan
to do the same."

About the MI SUCCESS Coalition

MI SUCCESS (Safe Utilization of Carbon Capture for Environmental & Economic Success)
supports the state-sanctioned regulation of carbon capture and storage to slash CO2
releases from industry emissions while protecting current jobs and keeping Michigan
economically competitive against neighboring states.

The coalition works with Michigan’s academic experts in CO2 capture and storage and
includes representatives from labor, manufacturing, energy and agricultural entities.

Coalition members include:
Michigan Laborers District Council
The Nature Conservancy

Michigan Agri-Business Association
Foundry Association of Michigan
Michigan Manufacturers Association
DTE

Consumers Energy

Dow
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Michigan Oil and Gas Association
Michigan Chamber of Commerce

Learn more about the coalition on Facebook, Instagram and X.
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