DRAFT
SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Dear Governor Whitmer,

We are writing in collective support the temporary extension of the validity of the Commercial Drivers License (CDL) for Michigan driver’s through the end of the year. As you know, several extensions were given to Michigan motorists in need of license renewal, both under executive order (EO 2020-47) and legislation (SB 876). Under these existing reprieves, Michigan CDL driver’s have until this Wednesday, September 30th to renew their license without penalty. However, with the reduced services and extreme backlog local secretary of state branches continue to experience during the pandemic, many drivers have been unable to schedule an appointment and risk falling out of compliance. We fear that with commercial drivers unable to legally perform their work duties, may be forced into unemployment and Michigan’s strong reliance on sophisticated supply chains will be significantly hampered. 
On September 18th, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) made the decision to extend the waiver through the end of the year.  Our request is that the Governor extend the CDL waiver to the same date December 31st, 2020. FMSCA’s logic was simple: given the statewide and national emergency, there is a continued public need for transportation of essential supplies, equipment, and persons, which requires an adequate and sustained supply of CDL holders, CLP holders, and drivers operating CMVs (non-CDL drivers). In addition, due to limited operations or backlogs, drivers may be unable to obtain appointments for physical examinations with medical examiners to comply with state and federal motor carrier safety regulations.
Many of the state’s employers choose Michigan as their home because of our strong manufacturing and industrial base, and our ability to effectively and efficiently move people and goods.  This is an issue unique to Michigan’s business community and necessary to correct as we work to get the economy back up and running. We ask that you consider new measures to extend waivers through the end of the year so that employers have a longer runway to get their drivers up to date. With your help, we can resolve this challenge and keep our economy moving.

Best Regards,





